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Draft text for website regarding EB conversion  
 

Access to universities/higher education with an EB 

The European Baccalaureate is a widely accepted diploma, recognised by all the Member 
States of the European Union: 

According to Article 5 of the Convention Defining the Statute of the European Schools, 
Denmark and other EU members states have a legal obligation to ensure that EB holders: 
‘have the same right as nationals with equivalent qualifications to seek admission to any 
university in the territory of the Contracting Parties’.  

The academic standards and requirements for the EB are high. As the EB is a multilingual 
education, EB graduates are fully proficient in minimum two languages and have a good 
command of 1-2 additional foreign languages. 

Moreover, approximately 90% of Danish EB graduates have more than the mandatory 
four A-level subjects, whereas this only applies to approx. 25% of Danish STX graduates 
(UFM rapport 2018, p. 9).  

The EB is marked in percentages out of a 100, and student must obtain a minimum of 60% 
overall to pass.  A mark out of 10 is also awarded for each individual subject. This means 
that students have to perform well across a wide range of academic subjects to obtain a 
good overall score in the EB and that it is very rate to get a score of 90% or above (UFM 
rapport 2018, p.11).  

Access to university in Denmark 

The European Baccalaureate is recognised on equal terms with a Danish 
gymnasium/upper secondary school leaving qualification (Stx, Hfx, Hhx, Htx). When EB 
graduates apply for a Danish university, their EB grades are converted to the Danish 
marking scale based on a table of equivalence/conversion scale developed by the 
Ministry of Research.   

EB students must take a minimum of 31 lessons and a maximum of 35 lessons, of which 
the compulsory subjects account for 21. At least four subjects must be taken at the 
advanced level, which corresponds to A-level in a Danish upper secondary education.  

EB students study their first language, at least one foreign language to a high level, history 
and geography in that foreign language, mathematics, at least one science subject, 
philosophy, physical education and religion. In addition, they must take a number of 
optional subjects, for example more sciences and languages, or the same subjects at a 
higher level. This in effect means that students have a lot of flexibility to decide a 
programme that reflects their particular interests and strengths (Source: European 
Baccalaureate: Information for admissions officers for universities and other higher 
education providers, August 2019, UK Department for Education).  

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/LexUriServ/LexUriServ.do?uri=CELEX:21994A0817(01):EN:HTML
https://ufm.dk/publikationer/2018/filer/rapport-den-europaeiske-studentereksamen.pdf
https://ufm.dk/publikationer/2018/filer/rapport-den-europaeiske-studentereksamen.pdf
https://ufm.dk/publikationer/2018/filer/rapport-den-europaeiske-studentereksamen.pdf
https://landedatabase.ciriusintra.dk/default.aspx?HaandbogID=3&CountryID=260&SubjectIndex=0&Language=0
https://landedatabase.ciriusintra.dk/default.aspx?HaandbogID=3&CountryID=260&SubjectIndex=3&Language=0
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/836234/The_European_Baccalaureate_Guidance_Document_Aug_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/836234/The_European_Baccalaureate_Guidance_Document_Aug_2019.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/836234/The_European_Baccalaureate_Guidance_Document_Aug_2019.pdf
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In order to be accepted into a university course or field of study, it is usually a 
requirement that students have taken certain subjects at a certain level. Upper secondary 
students must therefore carefully consider their subject choices. If an EB student would 
like to take mathematics and science subjects at a level corresponding to the Danish A-
level, therefore, they should choose the Math 6-period option in Secondary 4 and 5 and 
the Math 5-period option in Secondary 6 and 7. Other EB students have Math at a level 
equivalent to the Danish B-level.  

If an EB student would like to take a science subject on the level corresponding to the 
Danish A-level, they should choose the subject as a 4-period option in Secondary 6 and 7. 
EB students who do not have a 4-period science course will obtain the level C in science 
and will finish the science course after Secondary 5. 

Subject levels in the EB compared to the Danish gymnasium can be found under 
“Fagniveauer” in Eksamenshåndbogen.  
   
Applicants must apply to Danish Universities before 15th March but can submit their final 
diploma up until 5th July, which is the same deadline for applicants with a leaving 
qualification from a Danish upper secondary school.  

Links: https://ufm.dk/uddannelse/anerkendelse-og-dokumentation/find-
vurderinger/eksamenshaandbogen/lande-og-eksaminer 

Study guidance / careers advice  

Students receive mandatory careers guidance sessions in S3, S4, S5 and S6. These 
sessions are aimed at helping students make the right subject choices for S6 and S7 and 
they know what is required to pursue the post-secondary education of their choice. In S5, 
S6 and S7, study guidance is delivered in cooperation with an external counsellor from 
Studievalg København with a focus on guidance on admission to Danish and international 
universities.  

Access to universities in other EU member states 

You can read more about the equivalence tables and access requirements for higher 
education in other EU countries in this document: 
https://www.eursc.eu/Documents/2014-03-D-25-en-5.pdf 

Access to universities in other countries 

The EB is also recognised by universities in many other countries outside the EU, 
including: 

UK: https://qips.ucas.com/qip/europe-european-baccalaureate-eb  

Switzerland: https://www.swissuniversities.ch/themen/studium/zulassung-zu-den-
universitaeren-hochschulen/european-baccalaureate 

 

https://landedatabase.ciriusintra.dk/default.aspx?HaandbogID=3&CountryID=260&SubjectIndex=2&Language=0
https://ufm.dk/uddannelse/anerkendelse-og-dokumentation/find-vurderinger/eksamenshaandbogen/lande-og-eksaminer
https://ufm.dk/uddannelse/anerkendelse-og-dokumentation/find-vurderinger/eksamenshaandbogen/lande-og-eksaminer
https://www.eursc.eu/Documents/2014-03-D-25-en-5.pdf
https://qips.ucas.com/qip/europe-european-baccalaureate-eb
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/themen/studium/zulassung-zu-den-universitaeren-hochschulen/european-baccalaureate
https://www.swissuniversities.ch/themen/studium/zulassung-zu-den-universitaeren-hochschulen/european-baccalaureate
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Draft text for website regarding assessment  

Assessment 

All students in S4 and up receive a school report four times a year (Autumn, January, 
Spring and June) with a grade and a comment. The Autumn and Spring reports consist 
of one mark per subject and a comment. In the January and June reports there are two 
marks. The second mark is the result of tests taken in December and June.  

Students at the European School Copenhagen take smaller tests (B-tests) twice a year. 
This is the same as in the Danish gymnasium where you have “terminsprøver” or 
“årsprøver” each year. Students are tested in most of their subjects. The duration of each 
test is 2-3 periods and the tests take place either in class or in the Sports Hall. 

The marking system 

There are three types of marks in the European School system: 

• The A mark is an evaluation of the work done in class, homework assignments, 
essays etc. during the semester. The A mark is given in all four school reports, and 
the school reports in Autumn and Spring only contain A-marks. (Equivalent to 
Danish Standpunktskarakter) 

• The B mark is an evaluation of the B-tests taken once per semester (December and 
June). (Equivalent to Danish Prøvekarakter) 

• The C mark is a mark given for the whole year and is only given in the June school 
report along with an A mark for the second semester and a B mark for the test results 
in June. The C mark is therefore an evaluation of all the work you have done 
throughout the year. (Equivalent to Danish Årskarakter) 

The European Baccalaureate has its own marking scale. A student’s performance is 
assessed against seven performance indicators: Excellent (but not flawless), Very good, 
Good, Satisfactory, Sufficient, Weak and Very week.  

Each performance indicator covers 2-3 numerical marks. For instance, the performance 
indicator Excellent can cover the numerical marks 9.0, 9.5 and 10. 9.0 is obtained if it’s 
closer to a Very Good performance and 10 is given if it’s almost flawless.    

You can find a description of the marks below:  

 
Numerical 

mark 
(S4-S6) 

Performance 
indicator 

Danish 
grading 

system 1 
Excellent though not flawless 
performance entirely 
corresponding to the competences 
required by the subject 

10 
9.0-9.5 Excellent 12 

 
1 Please note that the parallel to marks in the Danish grading system is not an exact conversion but rather a reference to the 
grading system that most Danish students know.  
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Very good performance almost 
entirely corresponding to the 
competences required by the 
subject 

8.00-8.5 Very good 10 

Good performance corresponding 
overall to the competences 
required by the subject 

7.00-7.5 Good 7 

Satisfactory performance 
corresponding to the competences 
required by the subject 

6.00-6.5 Satisfactory 4 

Performance corresponding to the 
minimum of the competences 
required by the subject 

5.0-5.5 Sufficient 2 (passed) 

Weak performance almost entirely 
failing to meet the competences 
required by the subject 

3.0-4.5 Failed (weak) 0 

Very weak performance entirely 
failing to meet the competences 
required by the subject 

0-2.5 Failed                  
(very weak) -3 

 
All ES Syllabuses now contain subject-specific attainment descriptors. Attainment 
descriptors for all subjects can be found on the European Schools general website.  

Further information about the marking system and assessment criteria can be found in 
the following link.   

 

 

https://www.eursc.eu/en/European-Schools/studies/syllabuses
https://www.eursc.eu/en/European-Schools/studies/marking-scale

